O rb E nergy Starts Shipping New Plug and Play Solar Systems, and A nnounces
Former C afé Coffee Day C E O ± Naresh M alhotra ± has Joined Board of Directors
9th A pril, 2012

2UE(QHUJ\ ³2UE´ WRGD\DQQRXQFHGWKDWLWKDVVWDUHGVKLSSLQJLWVQHZSOXJDQGSODy solar system ± called
Solectric. The system is so simple that the customer can install it. It runs 2 or 4 bright LED lights, charges
mobile phones, and retails for Rs.5990 to Rs.7990.
Since the product was launched at the end of February, more than 1,000 Solectric plug and play systems have
been sold. Over the next five years, Orb projects it will sell more than 1 million such units, touching the lives
of more than 5 million people who struggle without reliable access to grid electricity and basic lighting.
7KH 6ROHFWULF LV EHLQJ VROG WKURXJK 2UE¶V FKDQQHO SDUWQHUV DV ZHOO DV LWV XQLTXH UHWDLO EUDQFK QHWZRUN WKDW
reaches deep into rural India. Orb has established more than 100 direct-run and franchised branches in 5 states:
Karnataka, Maharashtra, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Andhra Pradesh.
An Orb Energy branch offers a wide range of solar photovoltaic systems for lighting and back up power, solar
water heaters, solar street lighting systems, as well as energy efficient lights, fans and other appliances. Its
products are suited to both residential as well as commercial customers. To help make its products more
affordable to customers, Orb works with a range of banks offering finance up to 5 years.
In recognition of its unique approach to selling and servicing solar systems in India, Orb was a recipient of the
Zayed Future Energy Prize in January 2012. This is the most prestigious prize in the global renewable energy
industry, awarded annually by the royal family of Abu Dhabi.
Looking forward, Orb has an ambition to grow its branch network to more than 500 branches across India by
2015, and expects to increase its workforce from 600 today to roughly 3000 by that time - creating skilled jobs
in rural areas that are otherwise hard to come by.
To help reach its objectives, Orb is proud to announce that Naresh Malhotra, the former CEO of Café Coffee
'D\UHFHQWO\MRLQHG2UE(QHUJ\¶V%RDUGRI'LUHFWRUVMr. Malhotra oversaw the expansion from 18 cafes to
over 450 during his tenure at Café Coffee Day from 2001 to 2007.
This new low-cost solar solution is supported by an investment from Acumen Fund, a Mumbai based global
social venture fund. Acumen has partnered with Orb since June of 2011 and has invested $1.14 million. ³:H
are proud to support Orb in its work to provide innRYDWLYHHQHUJ\VROXWLRQVWRORZLQFRPHIDPLOLHV´VDLG
LQWHULP,QGLD'LUHFWRU$QNXU6KDK³,QDVLJQLILFDQWVWHSIRUVRODUVROXWLRQV2UELVSURYLGLQJfamilies with
not only OLJKWEXWFOHDQDIIRUGDEOHHQHUJ\IRUHQWLUHKRXVHKROGV´
Damian Miller, the &(2RI 2UE(QHUJ\VDLG ³:HDUH YHU\SOHDVHGE\WKHLQLWLDOUHVSRQVHWRRXU6ROHFWULF
plug and play solar system, and expect it to play a significant role in helping to illuminate power-starved
homes and enterprises in rural India. We are also extremely pleased to welcome Naresh Malhotra to our board,
DQGORRNIRUZDUGWROHDUQLQJIURPKLVH[FHSWLRQDOH[SHULHQFHDW&DIp&RIIHH'D\´
For further information:
Contact B.R. Gururaj at 99005 20505 or write to br.gururaj@orbenergy.com
Notes to E ditors:
O rb E nergy
Orb Energy is headquartered in Bangalore. Orb's main activities are design, manufacturing, sales, marketing,
installation and servicing of solar systems through a network of branches and channel partners. Customers
who are interested in learning more about Orb Energy and its product range are invited to call their customer
care line on +91 9900520505 and visit their web-site at www.orbenergy.com.
Forward-looking statements:
This press release contains forward-looking statements. Forward-looking statements are based on
management's current, preliminary expectations and are subject to change. No undue reliance should be placed
on forward-looking statements.

